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Surrey Supply Teachers

www.surreysupplyteachers.co.uk

A professional, friendly agency recruiting Primary and Secondary supply teachers, Nursery staff 
and Teaching Assistants to work for us in a variety of local schools.

Both full and part time work is available on a day to day and longer term basis. 
and you can work as much or as little as you like.

contact@surreysupplyteachers.co.uk
01932 254261

Follow us on Twitter @KnaphillKRA and     acebook @ Knaphill Community� Keep up to date www.knaphill.org

A Merry 
Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year 
Knaphill
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t: 01483 798969
e: andrew@seymours-knaphill.co.uk
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Latest Market Update 
We are pleased to confirm the market has been very encouraging over the Autumn period  

with good numbers of sales being achieved. As we head into the Winter we expect this trend to 
continue however it is more important than ever to get good advice from local experts in the property 
market. Our unrivalled branch network are all run by resident partners who are best placed to steer 

you through the current market. If you are thinking of selling please call either Andrew or Simon  
to arrange a free no obligation market appraisal.
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This edition is the 57th since it began over 17 years ago. It has come a 
long way reporting Knaphill news and information for the benefit of the 
local community. 

Our current Editor, Jim Binney, has produced excellent newsletters and 
content but will be standing down in 2018. If there is interest from a local 
resident (or two) in becoming our new Editor(s) I would be pleased if you 
can contact me at chairman@knaphill.org

We have everything in place to continue, including distribution of 5000 copies to all 
Knaphill residents, local meeting places and businesses. Ideally, we would like to continue 
to publish the Knaphill News as a magazine and not just rely on the electronic format 
that you can find on the KRA Webpage, or information shared on the Knaphill Community 
Facebook page.

On that thought may I wish all our readers a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and 
hopefully we will be able to publish the Knaphill News well into the future.

Best Wishes

John Butler, KRA Chairman

chairman@knaphill.org

No responsibility for the quality of goods or services advertised in this magazine can be accepted by the publishers or printers. 
Advertisements and information is included in good faith. No part of this magazine may be reproduced in any form without 
the prior permission of the publishers. The publishers do not necessarily agree with the views expressed by contributors, 
nor do they accept any responsibility for errors in the subject matter of this magazine. All reasonable care is taken to ensure 
accuracy in the preparation of the magazine, but the publishers cannot be held legally responsible for the return of unsolicited 
manuscripts or artwork. Whilst every care is taken, no responsibility can be accepted for the safety of material submitted.

Knaphill News
knaphill.org

Editor	 Jim Binney
Advertising	 Paul Webster
Artwork	 Knaphill Print

tim@tbbdesign.co.uk

Published by Knaphill Residents’ Association

Printed by Knaphill Print Co. Ltd, Lower 
Guildford Road, Knaphill, Surrey GU21 2EG 
sales@knaphillprint.com

Advertise in this magazine!
We have a circulation of 5,000 copies and  
a readership of ca15,000 that reaches 
throughout Knaphill and the surrounding 
villages on a quarterly basis in March, June, 
September and December.

Please submit articles for the next issue to 
Jim Binney at editor@knaphill.org

To promote your business, please get in touch  
via paul@websterconsultancy.co.uk

Contact the KRA
By post: c/o Knaphill Post Office, 1-2 Anchor 
Cresent, Knaphill, Surrey GU21 2PD
By email: news@knaphill.org

Join us
Have you ever thought of giving some of your 
time to help out the KRA to make your home 
village even better? We'd love to have you on  
board and need your continued support to run  
projects, events and the annual village show.

I/we hereby wish to join / renew* membership 
with the Knaphill Residents’ Association 
(*tick or circle)

..... Household		  £6.00pa

..... Retired		  £3.00pa

..... Trade		  £10.00pa

Title_______ Surname____________________

Address:_______________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Post code:______________________________

Tel:____________________________________

email:_________________________________

Signed:________________________________

Date:__________________________________

Cheques payable to Knaphill Residents' 
Association.
Please send your completed forms to:
KRA Membership, c/o Knaphill Post Office, 
1-2 Anchor Cresent, Knaphill, Surrey GU21 2PD

Read & Recycle
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Advertising  Fat Crow
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Published by Fat Crow & Knaphill Residents’ 
Association

Printed by Knaphill Print Co. Ltd, Lower 
Guildford Road, Knaphill, Surrey GU21 2EG

Advertise in this magazine!
We have a circulation of 5,000 copies  and a 
readership of c15,000 that reach throughout 
Knaphill and the surrounding villages on a 
quarterly basis in March, June, September 
and December.

Please submit articles for the next issue to 
Sue Stocker at editor@knaphill.org

To promote your business, please get in 
touch via 'Advertising@fatcrow.co.uk’

Contact the KRA
By post: c/o Knaphill Post Office, 1-2 Anchor 
Cresent, Knaphill, Surrey GU21 2PD
By email: news@knaphill.org

Join us
Have you ever thought of giving some of your 
time to help out the KRA to make your home 
village even better? We'd love to have you 
on board and need your continued support 
to run projects, events and the annual village 
show.

I/we hereby wish to join / renew* membership 
with the Knaphill Residents' Association (*tick 
or circle)

..... Household  £6.00pa

..... Retired  £3.00pa

..... Trade  £10.00pa

Title______ Surname________________
Address:__________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
Post code:__________

Tel:______________________________
email:____________________________

Signed:___________________________
Date:____________

Cheques payable to Knaphill Residents' 
Association.
Please send your completed forms to:
KRA Membership, c/o Knaphill Post Office, 
1-2 Anchor Cresent, Knaphill, Surrey GU21 
2PD

Read & Recycle

NEEDED!
Volunteers for Cabin 

Youth club.
volunteer@

knaphillcabin.org.uk

PCC Meeting 
Stefs Cafe
 7th April

KRA AGM 
22nd April 
Methodist 

Church

Cricket 
match 

planned for 
August

Village Show 
18th July

From the Chairman

John Butler, KRA Chairman
chairman@knaphill.org

CONVEYANCING AND PROBATE SPECIALISTS
COMMISSIONERS FOR OATHS

Open 9 am to 5.30pm Monday to 
Friday 

Wills: Evening clinics available, if 
required, by appointment only www.lyonsandcompany.co.uk

Lyons and Company can offer all the help and support 
you need with:

Property Transactions
Probate

Wills
Lasting Powers of Attorney

We are the only legal advisors in Knaphill offering 
our knowledge in the above areas of Law.

Wherever you live we can offer advice, help and 
guidance to you.

6 Anchor Crescent, 
Knaphill, 

Woking, GU21 2PD

Tel: 01483 485700
Fax: 01483 485701 

Email: info@lyonsandcompany.co.uk  

The Old Estate Office, 
Wilderness Road, 
Onslow Village, 

Guildford GU2 7QR

Tel: 01483 485800
Fax: 01483 485801 
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Litter pick 
Saturday, 16th 

May

Very soon you will be casting your vote in the General 
Election and receiving knocks on the door from local 
politicians.  On page 5, you will see an excellent contribution 
from our Planning guru Phil Stubbs, including reference to 
the 650 new homes recently built or being built in the A322 
corridor and the infrastructure that is required to meet the 
demands of such a large influx of new residents. You may 
wish to ask the canvassers about the number of local GPs, 

NHS dentists and the A322 congestion!
Before then, we have our Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 22nd April 
at the Methodist Church, The Broadway, Knaphill, which is open to all.  To start 
the proceedings, at 7.30pm we will have a presentation on the Basingstoke 
Canal from Robyn Higgs, who will tell us all about the history of the canal and 
plans looking ahead.  After refreshments, the official business of the AGM will 
start at 8.30pm.
The Knaphill Residents Association always welcomes new members onto 
the Committee, as extra help is always appreciated, no matter how much or 
how little.  We also have a subcommittee running the annual Knaphill Village 
Show, which will take place on Saturday 18th July at Mizens Farm. If you are 
interested in helping out and joining a dedicated team, please email me on 
chairman@knaphill.org

From the Chairman

Sunday 10 December
2.00-3.00 p.m.
Carol Singing at
Mizen’s Railway

Thursday 21 December 
10.30 a.m.
Carol Service with 
Bisley Brass Band at
The Vyne

Knaphill
Village Show

16th July

Mizen’s Santa Specials
on Sundays 3rd, 10th
and 17th December

at 10.30 a.m.– 3.00 pm 

Wednesday 13 December
6.30-7.30 p.m.
Carol Singing at

Brookwood Station

Saturday 16 December
4.30 p.m.
Bisley Ladies Choir 
Christmas Concert at
Knaphill Methodist Church

Village
litter-pick
7th May

Saturday 16 December
11.00 a.m.–12.00 noon
Carols Round the Tree
Knaphill Memorial Garden
(opposite Tesco)

Wednesday 20 December
7.30-8.30 p.m.
Carol Singing at
The Garibaldi

Sunday Morning Worship 
at 11am with Junior Church 

A very warm welcome awaits you 
88 High Street - 01483 474083 - www.KnaphillBaptist.org.uk 



After a long day of putting on a wonderful 
Christmas meal, Mum was standing over 
the kitchen sink wearily washing the 
mountain of dirty dishes. In the middle 
of this monumental task, her teenage 
daughter strolled into the kitchen and 
saw what her mother was doing. The 
thoughtful girl said, ‘Mum, today’s a 
holiday, you shouldn’t be doing that!’ 
Mother was taken aback by the seeming 
kindness of her daughter. She began to 
put down the dish cloth and take off her 
rubber gloves. A sense of pride overtook 
her as she thought her little girl was at 
last starting to show signs of maturity 
by helping with the dishes. Her bubble 
was burst, however, when the teenager 
continued, ‘No … just leave them until 
tomorrow and do them then!’

We are all familiar with the saying: 
‘Never do today what you can put off till 
tomorrow!’ Oscar Wilde took it a stage 
further when he suggested, ‘I never put off 
till tomorrow what I can possibly do … the 
day after that!’ The problem is that time 
literally does fly by! I shall be 75 on my 
next birthday, but on the inside, I still feel 

about 25. I look in the mirror and wonder, 
‘Who is that old guy looking back at me?’ 
Part of me wonders where the years 
have all gone, but another part of me is 
determined to make ‘best use’ of the 
time I have left. ‘Time’ it has been said, 
‘is an equal opportunity employer’. Each 
of us has the same number of hours and 
minutes every day. Rich people can’t buy 
more hours. Scientists can’t create new 
minutes. And none of us can save time to 
spend it another day. Even so, no matter 
how much time we’ve wasted in the past, 
we still have an entire tomorrow!

As intimated earlier in this issue I will be 
standing down as Editor of the magazine 
in the new year. This is not because I 
am past my ‘sell-by-date’ but because I 
am moving on to other things. I leave in 
the hope that others – particularly some 
younger people or ‘early retireds’ who still 
have plenty of energy and enthusiasm – 
can take my place. We have some great 
women on the ‘team’ who are doing a 
wonderful job, but perhaps we need some 
more men to give us a better balance 
on the KRA Committee. The week or so 

between Christmas and New Year, often 
provides space for reflection as we think 
about the old year coming to its end 
and the new year about to begin. We 
sometimes make ‘new year resolutions’ 
and maybe even manage to keep a few of 
them? Perhaps for some that will include 
a resolution to make best use of our 
tomorrows … even to play our part in the 
regeneration of Knaphill as a member of 
the KRA Committee?   

� Jim Binney, Editor

Village Bits & Pieces
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Entertaining Angels Unaware?
Holy Trinity & St Saviour’s are once again running their innovative 
Angel Go competition with various knitted angels hiding in the 
windows of many of the shops in Knaphill. So why not join in the 
great Angel Hunt in the days leading up to Christmas itself. Clues 
can be found via the church’s website (www.htandstschurch.org).

Yellow Peril
New single yellow lines have appeared opposite Knaphill Lower 
School, Chobham Road. Parking is restricted between 8.15 a.m. 
and 9.15 a.m. and 2.30 p.m. and 4.00 p.m. If you need to park 
at the school, there is an allocated area by the park, entrance is 
via Sussex Road. There is always plenty of space and the bollards 
have been replaced so should now be lowered during school drop 
off and pick up times. Wherever you park please be considerate 
of all our Knaphill residents that need to access their driveways. 
We also need to be careful of our children, where they walk or play, 
please drive slowly and park safely. 

Knock, Knock… Who’s There?
There have been reports of the ‘Nottingham Knockers’ (so called 
because the ‘scam’ started in Nottingham) working in the Knaphill 
area in the lead up to Christmas. They are doorstep callers who 
target areas offering small household products for sale. These 
callers may claim to be ex-convicts attempting to mend their ways, 
however Nottingham Knockers are not part of any recognised 
rehabilitation scheme. Some doorstep callers may offer poor 
quality goods at inflated prices, and if a caller is not genuine they 
may be gathering information for future crime. Please warn your 
neighbours, particularly the elderly or vulnerable, not to open the 
door to strangers or buy or sell on the doorstep. Bear in mind that 
if cold callers don’t get any sales in the area they are less likely 
to return.

Is Knaphill the New ‘Dead Centre’  
of Woking?
Alan Greenwood & Sons, Independent Family Funeral Directors 
(opposite the Anchor) are now officially open. They offer a 24-hour 
service and you can contact them on 01483 487889. Rumour 
has it that they are soon to be joined by a fourth Funeral Parlour 
in Knaphill, on the site of the former Lorenzo Italian Restaurant, 
in the new year.

No Need to be Down in the Mouth
Bupa has bought Oasis Dental Care including all their dental 
practices (soon to be rebranded Bupa Dental Care). Bupa are 
anxious to assure existing Oasis patients that their care and 
service will continue. They are taking on new patients both NHS 
and Private and will be open every other Saturday. Located on 
the corner of the High Street and Sussex Road you can call them 
on 01483 475822. If you would like an alternative in Knaphill, 
White House Dental Practice, 45 High Street (01483 473850) or 
Highclere Dental Practice, 1 Anchor Hill (01483 475511) are both 
very good.

Editor’s Jottings TOMORROW IS ANOTHER DAY
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In the last edition of the Knaphill News I 
announced my retirement from the Knaphill 
Residents’ Association Committee, and 
one reason for that was so that I could 
concentrate on specific issues. One of these 
is the emergency ambulance service supplied 
to Surrey by South East Coast Ambulance 
Service NHS Foundation Trust or SECAmb 
for short. First let me state that there is no 
criticism of the front-line paramedics and 
ambulance staff who provide good service to 
the patients.

In November 2016 SECAmb closed the 
ambulance station in Knaphill. Prior to the 
closure the KRA, via our MP, had sought a 
meeting with SECAmb managers, they finally 
met us in December, after the closure. At 
this meeting SECAmb managers told the 
KRA and other residents’ associations that 
the closure of the ambulance station in 
Knaphill would not have a negative impact on 
the performance of the ambulance service 
to urgent 999 calls. We were also informed 
that SECAmb were urgently looking for an 
alternative site, west of the town centre, for 
what they called an ‘Ambulance Community 
Response Post’. This is somewhere where 

the crew can park their ambulance with the 
facilities for a short break. Currently the 
main ambulance station serving this part of 
Surrey is in Chertsey. There is a ‘Community 
Response Post’ at the Woking Community 
Hospital with one ambulance for the whole of 
Woking and a significant part of Surrey Heath. 

As I stated earlier at the meeting with SECAmb 
managers we were offered data to compare 
the response times prior to the closure of 
the station in Knaphill and post its closure. 
When we eventually received the data it 
clearly showed that response times had 
got longer, i.e. the service had deteriorated. 
Also at the time of writing this article there 
has been no announcement regards a new 
‘Community Response Post’ west of Woking 
town centre. It can be argued, and some do, 
that the response times for the whole of 
Surrey had deteriorated and that is true but 
not a good enough reason for removing the 
ambulance station in Knaphill and not finding 
an alternative location. SECAmb cover Kent 
Sussex, Surrey and part of Hampshire. When 
we pointed out that the response times for 
Surrey were worse than those for the whole 
region, we were told that Surrey is a problem 
area because it is mainly rural!

SECAmb is in special measures and it has 
been in this state since September 2016 with 
no indication that there have been significant 
improvements.

LOCAL EMERGENCY
AMBULANCE
SERVICE
Phil Stubbs writes about a matter close to his heart

All Parts & Labour Guaranteed
•  Servicing to Manufacturers  Standards
•  MOTs – including Diesels
•  Electronic Fault Diagnosis
•  Brakes, Exhausts, Clutches & Tyres
•  Diesel Powered Tuning
•  ECU Remapping
•  Air Conditioning Servicing

HARDING
Auto Service Centre

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN MOT SERVICE STATION

Your local family run business.  
Keeping your car on the road

T: 01483 487 626
MOT - Service - Repairs

HARDING
Auto Service Centre

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN MOT SERVICE STATION

www.hardingautos.co.uk
HARDING
Auto Service Centre

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN MOT SERVICE STATION

HARDING
Auto Service Centre

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN MOT SERVICE STATION

Robin Hood Rd • Knaphill • Woking • GU21 2LX

   Putting customer service first.

AWARD WINNING
TOP TECHUK 2014/15

HARDING
Auto Service Centre

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN MOT SERVICE STATION

5
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One of the joys of working with Knaphill Care 
are the appreciative letters we get, from time 
to time, from people we have been able to 
help as an organisation. Here is an excerpt 
from one we received recently from a Mrs 
Ball: ‘Thank you Knaphill Care … you’re the 
best “good neighbours” we could wish for. 
When my husband had to give up driving 
due to ill-health, we became house bound. 
Family and friends helped when they could, 
but our lives seemed to close in on us. When 
we found out about Knaphill Care (KC) it was 
like a new beginning. Over the years Knaphill 
Care has helped us to get to doctors, dentists, 
hospital appointments and for me (a great 
boost to my spirits) to get to the hairdressers. 
The Volunteers are all local people; they are 
so kind and friendly; we’ve had some lovely 
chats. They give their time to help others and 
we really appreciate their help. They’ve helped 
us to stay active and independent. Thank you, 
Knaphill Care.’

Who would you turn to if you need help to get 

to the doctor’s or hospital, or for help with 
shopping? If you are healthy and active and/
or you have family and friends living locally 
you may not have thought about this. But 
loss of health or mobility can start to make 
everyday tasks more difficult. It can become 
more important to have a range of helpers 
and support to call on.

We’re very fortunate in Woking. We have 
community transport from the Bustler Bus, 
and many services like Careline, Homelink 
and our local Centre for Community at The 
Vyne. Knaphill Care is a ‘good neighbour 
scheme’. Volunteers aim to offer help on 
an occasional basis to support family, 
friends and the other services; to help local 
residents stay independent.

If you would like to find out more about 
becoming a Knaphill Care Volunteer, or if you 
think Knaphill Care may be able to help you, 
please call our Helpline: 07792 514166 
(10.00 - 12.00 noon, Monday - Friday) or 
email us at knaphill.care@gmail.com

Bisley Ladies Choir will be presenting their  
popular Christmas Concert – a varied mix 
of Christmas music and readings – on 
Saturday 16th December 2017 at 4.30 p.m. 
at Knaphill Methodist Church, The Broadway, 
Knaphill GU21 2DR. Tickets are £10 per 
adult, £5 for children/young people between 
5 and 16 years of age, and under 5s get  
in for free. Tickets will be available at the 
door, or you can phone Brenda (01483 
474911) or Sylvia (01483 425527) to 
book in advance. Free refreshments will be 
available on the night, and there will also be 
a Raffle for those who wish to take part. Free 
parking is available behind the church, off 
Englefield Road.

Bisley Ladies Choir are a community choir 
and welcome new members without audition 
at any time.For more information please see our website www.bisleyladieschoir.uk 

GOOD NEIGHBOURS
Eileen Martin shares more news about the wonderful work of Knaphill Care

BISLEY LADIES CHOIR 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Mrs Gilbert, with a helping hand from 
Knaphill Care Volunteer, Roz Turley.

Buy online today at www.rsmdomesticappliances.com

FREE
LOCAL

DELIVERY*

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE • SUPER SERVICE • COMPETITIVE PRICES • PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

Also in Ashtead & Bookham

YOUR LOCAL STORE
High Street 

Knaphill, Woking 
T: 01483 475000

BLOMBERG 
FREESTANDING 
APPLIANCES...

WITH 3 YEAR 
WARRANTY*
FOR EXTRA PEACE OF MIND

FROM YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL Superhero!
*T&C’s apply. Select Products Only. Sold as an agent for Euronics Limited. 
All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. 
Delivery & Installation charges may apply Exclusions and Radius Apply. 
Prices correct at time of print but can be subject to change. See in store for 
full details. Images for illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2016. 
October E&OE 2016. Saving compared to a higher price charged for 28 
days in the last six months unless otherwise stated.

NOW ONLY

£299 .99

• Optima Inverter Motor (10 yr Warranty)
• 16 Programmes Inc Hand Wash
• Fast Full Load 7kg in 32 Mins
• Dimensions: H85xW60XD50cm

Model No: LWF27441W

1400 Spin 
7kg Washing 
Machine

• Main Oven 75 Litres Capacity
• Top Oven 38 Litres Capacity
• Fully Programmable LED Timer
• Dimensions: H90xW60xD60cm

Model No: HKN63W

WAS £499.99

NOW ONLY

£449 .99

60cm Double 
Oven Electric 
Cooker SAVE 

£50
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The balloon and party shop, which is now 
called Event Planners, first moved to Knaphill 
18 years ago and was purchased by Paul 
Widdowson late in 2006 as an ‘add on’ to 
his outdoor event business. The shop has 
evolved considerably during this time and 
now offers ‘A one stop shop’ for all types of 
events and weddings.

Many people who find Event Planners through 
their website – www.event-planners-surrey.co  
are impressed with the list of services which  
can be provided which include event planning,  
bouncy castles and other types of inflatables 
such as Zorb Suits, Bucking Bronco and 
Assault Courses. They also offer Magicians, 
Caricaturists, Punch and Judy, Face Painters, 
Photo Booth, DJ’s, Marquees, Tables and 
Chairs, Cutlery and Crockery, Red Carpet, Red 

Ropes and Chrome Barriers and many other 
types of theming. The shop still offers Helium 
balloons of all types, including the very latest 
must have colour ‘Rose Gold’ range which was 
launched earlier this year, as well as other 
party items, chair covers plus a wide range 
of coloured sashes, large glass centrepieces 

and vases together with mirror plates.
Many people do not realise that whilst we 
carry a wide range of balloons, we can order 
any balloon which is available in the UK 
and can get delivery within 24 hours! Our 
suppliers are 100% reliable and we have 
saved many parties and events over the 
past few years where products have not 
arrived from alternative suppliers.
The team at Event Planners are trained to 
the highest possible level in balloon decor 
and can work wonders in transforming any 
venue for ‘the Special event’. They also 
have full Public Liability Insurance and Risk 
Assessments for outdoor events. 
You are always assured of a friendly welcome 
at the shop!
www.event-planners-surrey.co

Since Walter Boorman founded the original 
business in 1930 Boormans Jewellers 
and Quality Gifts in Knaphill has been 
serving the local community for over 80 
years. Current owners, Richard, Jayne and 
Amanda Fairless are delighted to continue 
the ethos of good personal service and 
value for money. Experienced staff are 
always available to assist and advise on all 
aspects of sales and servicing.

We are still a traditional family owned 
Jewellers and gift shop with a modern 
touch. At our shop in the centre of Knaphill 

with a FREE car park adjacent to the 
premises you will find a wide range of 
jewellery, gifts, clocks and watches for all 
occasions and we are proud of our range 
of British made and fair-trade gifts. We 
have a large range of Christmas gifts and 
jewellery so if you are looking for great 
value, customer service and quality then 
Boormans is the place for you. With a full 
after sales service of jewellery, clock and 
watch repairs, watch strap and battery 
replacement (including prestigious brands) 
while you wait, there has never been a 
better time to conveniently shop locally. We 

look forward to welcoming you to a relaxing 
shopping experience. 

You can find Boormans Ltd., at 3, The 
Broadway, Knaphill, Woking GU21 2DR, or 
telephone them on (01483)472939 or get 
more information on their website via www.
boormans.co.uk

PROVIDING THE FUN FOR  
EVERYONE TO HAVE FUN WITH!

Thinking of holding a special party over Christmas and the New Year… or any other time for that matter?  
We asked Paul Widdowson of Event Planners to come up with some ideas

GIFTS GALORE...  
AND GREAT SERVICE TOO!
Still wondering about that special gift for Christmas… or perhaps a birthday or 
some other special occasion? We asked Amanda Fairless to introduce Boormans 
Jewellers to us.

4
Woking Parking Review

Windsor
Windows

Unit 2, Robin Hood Works, Robin Hood Road, Knaphill,
Woking, Surrey GU21 2LX Tel: 01483 474333 www.windsorwindows.net

without the overdraft.
Beautiful doors, windows and
bi-folding doors with
precision and care
For a free, no obligation quotation
please call today on 01483 474333

Beat the Draughts...

Last year, Surrey County Council undertook a review of 
requests for new, or amendments to existing, parking 
restrictions. Recommendations for new restrictions and 
changes to existing arrangements were presented to the 
joint Woking Committee on 22 October 2014. The joint 
Woking Committee approved all of the recommendations 
and these are now being formally advertised for public 
comment. They can be seen at www.surreycc.gov.uk/roads-
and-transport/parking/parking-news-and-updates/parking-
news-and-updates-in-woking
For Goldsworth Park, there are three recommendations for 
double yellow lines at junctions to prevent vehicles parking 
dangerously and obstructing sight lines. The junctions are:
• Tresillian Way junction with Sythwood
• Willowmead Close junction with Sythwood
• Marston Road junction with Hallington Close
Objections, comments and letters of support must be 
submitted by 23rd January 2015 either on the web page 
using the feedback form, or by posting a letter to:
Woking 2014 Parking Review, Parking Team, Rowan House, 
Guildford, Surrey, GU4 7BQ.
Note: the GPCA is supporting these very sensible, small-
scale parking restrictions in the interests of road safety.

An exciting year ahead for Woking & Sam Beare Hospices 
by Lorraine Weedon, Marketing & Communications Manager

It’s the January issue and of course that means a new year is upon us, and what an exciting year it 
will be. The conversion of Goldsworth House to a new state-of-the-art Hospice will start in February, 
and everyone at Woking & Sam Beare Hospices is looking forward to providing the best possible 
environment for our patients and their families. They remain at the heart of everything we do and 
everything we seek to achieve. Our talented and dedicated staff, along with over 800 volunteers will 
ensure a smooth transition.
Volunteers are vital to the provision of Hospice care and as we begin 2015, I would like to say a huge 
thank you to people who volunteer for the Hospices. I am very proud to say we have the support of 
over 800 part-time volunteers, each of whom give their time when they can. Put simply, we would not 
be able to provide the services we do without them. Our Volunteers bring with them a huge range 
of skills and experience which we use across the organisation, in everything from our retail outlets and fundraising 
initiatives through to driving, cake and tea-making for patients, flower arranging, reception and administrative support.
We have an exciting new chapter in the history of the hospices approaching, which we know will be embraced by our 
existing volunteers and will inspire others to get involved. Could this be you? Find out more on the Hospice website 
(www.wsbhospices.co.uk) or call Volunteer Services on 01483 881750. We’d love you to join our team. 
Happy New Year from all at Woking & Sam Beare Hospices.

WHY ARE YOU HERE
NOW?

Do you ever ask what life is really about 
or how to make the most of it? 

Asking questions is the basis of Practical 
Philosophy; weekly evening courses designed 
to help you explore and discuss great 
philosophical concepts.

Starting with the 10 week introductory course 
and developing from there, our courses are 
run not as an academic discipline, but as a 
useful way of applying philosophical insights 
to our everyday lives.

Free* Courses Starting January:
Farnham, Guildford & Woking
Tel: 01483 457769 
www.practicalphilosophyguildford.com

P r a c t i c a l
Philosophy
Gui ld ford

FREE
JUST A £5

REGISTRATION

FEE!
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KEEP-ME-HANDY 
CONTACT LIST

All your useful numbers in one place to access  
Children’s Services in the local area

St Johns Knaphill Children’s Centre 01483 476450 (option 4)

Knaphill Library 01483 473394

The Vyne Community Centre 01483 743558

Woking Borough Council 01483 755855

Dreamcatchers Preschool 01276 504892

Holy Trinity Preschool 07920 714310

Busy Bees Nursery 01483 256739

St Johns Primary School 01483 476450

Knaphill Lower School 01483 473282

The Oaktree School 01483 474981

NHS 111

St Peter’s Hospital 01932 872000

NSPCC 0808 800 5000

Woking Leisure Centre Swimming 01483 771122
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THE SECRET KNAPHILLIAN: FAST FOOD
Our intrepid Secret Investigator shops anonymously in Knaphill

What better way to follow 
the last edition’s article on 
a Knaphill pub crawl than 
with a review of some (and 

just some!) of the fast food establishments 
in the village. Well you can’t really move for 
choice to be honest, but are they any good? 
So, in advance of those post-Christmas 
Parties munchies hunt I have again taken 
one for the team and put the High Street 
to the test! I will start with a firm Friday 
favourite …

SkipJacks Fish and Chip Shop. You don’t 
have to save this one for Fridays, I actually 
went for a ‘cheeky chippy’ lunch during half 
term! I do think this is one of the best fish 
and chip shops in the area, really lovely 
crispy fresh fish and good old-fashioned 
chips all wrapped up in that off-white paper 
that has a certain smell when it is sitting 
next to you on the passenger seat of the 
car as you dash home before too many of 
those yummy chips stick to it! I can also 
report that the kid’s options are perfect … 
and actually large enough for the average 
adult!! A firm favourite with our family! Next, 

I will wander just slightly up the road to …

Charcoal Grill. Now I am not certain I really 
need to do a review of this one given the 
queues that tail out the door over the 
weekend evenings – that speaks for itself. 
Now I wouldn’t say that kebabs previously 
featured in my takeaway top five. However, 
since moving to Knaphill a few years ago, 
I have allowed my husband to pick his 
takeaway of choice, and I must admit I 
am not too upset when he suggests this 
establishment. I always have the chicken 
Shish kebab, fresh grilled marinated 
chunks of chicken, with stacks of salad 
(leave off the onions for me!) and a lovely 
warm pitta. The cheesy chips are a pretty 
good side order too!! Top tip from me … 
call up to place your order to avoid waiting 
on the pavement outside for a long time … 
it really is popular! Just a little further along 
the high street is …

Milano Pizza. We have tried a few pizza 
places for delivery, and this is one of our 
favourites. Lovely thin Italian style bases, 
but the best thing is the sheer choice of 
topping combinations. You really are spoilt 

for choice from your average typical choices 
to some pretty off the wall suggestions. 
There really is something for everyone on the  
takeaway menu, and they are pretty quick to 
deliver too. Lastly, I will end with somewhere 
that strictly is not a takeaway, but it would 
be remiss of me to not mention …

Stef’s Café. Just the place for that morning 
after the night before absolutely perfect fry 
up. You can pick a standard menu option, 
or you can build yourself a feast of choice 
(extra double mushrooms for me please). 
But the very best bit about Stef’s is the 
amazing warm welcome you get, and the 
real feeling of being part of a community 
when you sit at tables in amongst the 
locals who chat to your kids and make 
them laugh while you sip your freshly made 
coffee and watch the world go by from the 
window. A little bit of bliss on Knaphill high 
street made perfect by Stef himself!

Merry Christmas everyone, and remember 
your great local High Street when you are 
doing that last-minute Christmas shopping!

Here to support all 

local families with 0-5’s 

give their children the

best start in life
All advice and most activities are free

www.stjohnsknaphillchildrenscentre.co.uk

childrenscentre@stjohnsknaphill.co.uk

01483 476450

D O G  G R O O M I N G

R
DOTTIE’S DOG GROOMING OFFERS  

A FULL RANGE OF GROOMING SERVICES 
FOR YOUR DOG IN A CARING AND  

RELAXED ENVIRONMENT

10% OFF YOUR FIRST GROOM

Customer loyalty scheme

07801 192568

11 QUEENS ROAD, KNAPHILL,  
SURREY, GU21 2DX
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1. �Start with smooth, straight, 
clean hair. Separate into 
three equal bunches and 
tie with clear bands.

3. �Pin left plait to the right 
side with a bobbie pin.

5. �Use the remaining, middle 
plait and curl under, like so, 
securing with a bobbie pin.

2. �Plait each section and tie 
ends with clear bands.

4. �Repeat step three on the 
right side.

6. �Finally, add some extra 
touches… leave sleek and 
sophisticated, or gently tease 
pieces to look more relaxed. 

Inspirational Ideas for Christmas [1]: New Hair Style for Christmas?
With the festive season just around the corner, and plenty of parties and nights out to get dolled up for.  

If you’re looking for inspiration for your hair, look no further. Here’s Sorella’s six step guide to sparkling hair:

ShuZu Shoes not only have 
a huge selection of shoes, 
but also a lovely range of 
children’s gifts. These Origami 
LED Lights are perfect for a 
children’s bedroom. Designs 
include Dinosaurs & Foxes 
from £11.95.

RSM Domestic Appliances are 
well renowned for their choice of 
electrical appliances. Currently they 
have a beautiful selection of Animal 
china money boxes. Choose from 
piggies, frogs, unicorns, snails, cats 
and many more, prices from  
£9.99. Or how about treating  
a gardener, camper or crafter  
with these Shelf Tidies!  
Prices from £34.95Valentino’s in the High Street 

have a great selection of men’s 
and children’s wet weather gear 
as the cold weather approaches.  
Children’s wellies £19.99, 
Waterproof Trousers from £9.99 
& Jackets from £14.99 and  
Hi Vis vests from £4.99. 

Boormans have a large range of quality gifts, Jewellery, clocks  
and watches perfect for Christmas. The gift range includes Willow 
Tree figurines, Lilliput Lane, Disney, Heartwood creek Angels,  
Star Wars Pewter Figurines, cufflinks, leather wallets and purses, 
photo frames and much,  
much more!

If you need more help and advice – or even a hairdo – call in at Sorella’s on the High Street, or follow them on Facebook for more tips 
and their video tutorial. 

SHOPPING 
IN KNAPHILL by
Some inspirational ideas to help you make the best of Christmas

Enalion Beauty have a festive treat box! Containing minis 
of the hydrating oil capsules, revival masque, and the 
advance serum! Everything you need to get you through 
the festive/winter season! £35.00
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Despite all the promises over recent years 
to retain the historic heart of Knaphill, 
including at least the façade of some of 
its older buildings, it looks like another 
of Knaphill’s landmark buildings is about 
to go for good! A planning application has 
been submitted from the owners of 1-3 
High Street, Knaphill – the building that 
housed the old pet shop, Pets Kingdom – to 
demolish the existing premises and build a 
new three storey building.

Currently the old pet shop premises remain 
vacant but there is a computer repair 
shop on the adjoining ground floor, and 
solicitors on the first and second floors. 
Our understanding is that the solicitors are 
on a short lease. The planning application 
is to demolish the existing building 
and build a new three storey building 
comprising of three retail units on the 
ground floor and eight self-contained one 
bed units on the first and second floors. 
The planning application reference number 
is PLAN/2017/1036 and can be seen on 
the Woking Borough Council’s website.

The existing building dates from the 
Victorian era and was originally the farm 
house for Highclere farm. To be fair, 
over the years, there have been several 
additions which detract from the building’s 
original qualities, such as that housing 

the computer repair shop, and the dormer 
windows in the roof. Nevertheless, any 
development of these premises should 
surely attempt to retain at least the façade 
of the original building in some way and not 
replace it with yet another soulless brick 
and glass construction? Pictures of the 
proposed new build can be found on the 
Council website. 

The planning application also contains 
only nine parking bays, and it has been 
questioned as to whether this is adequate. 
Another concern is regarding the three retail 
units, in that according to the plans there 
does not appear to be any access from the 
rear of the shops, nor any serious storage 
space, so they will be of limited value? OK 
for a computer repair business possibly, 
but no good for a fruit and veg shop nor a 
butcher’s shop?  

HUFF AND PUFF 
AND BLOW THE 
HOUSE DOWN
Is another historic Knaphill landmark  
about to disappear?

Are you ready for a new experience?
Then look into Valerie French

20% off colour to all  
new clients on a Tuesday

Senior and student 
discount 10% off

£10.00 off with our  
new senior stylist

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CONVEYANCING AND PROBATE PRACTITIONERS 
 

We offer the below services to our clients, conducted in a friendly, professional, 
supportive manner.  We are excellent communicators using both technology and 
traditional standards of service to suit our clients.  

 
PROPERTY LAW SPECIALISTS 

 
SELLING AND/OR  BUYING  A PROPERTY 

 
REMORTGAGES 

 
TRANSFERS 

 
PROBATE 

 
WILLS 

 
DECLARATION OF TRUSTS 

 
LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

 
COMMISSIONERS FOR OATHS 

 
Please telephone or email for a free estimate or for further information. 

 
Business Hours:           Free parking at both offices  
9am to 5.30pm Monday to Friday 
6 Anchor Crescent, Knaphill,   The Old Estate Office, Wilderness Road,           
Woking, Surrey GU21 2PD   Onslow Village, Guildford GU2 7QR                  
T: 01483 485700 F: 01483 485701 T: 01483 485800 F: 01483 485801                        
E: lyn@lyonsandcompany.co.uk E:Catherine@lyonsandcompany.co.uk               
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Children’s Corner

6-12 MONTHS
	 Develop your baby’s sense of balance by rocking, spinning and swinging. 
	 Coordination can be helped by blowing bubbles and encouraging them to pop the bubbles with both hands. 
	 As they begin to pull themselves up to stand, provide low level furniture they can also use to cruise along. 
	 Provide small pieces of food for your baby to practice their pincer grasp with their thumb and first finger. 
	 Learning new songs and rhymes will prepare a child’s ear, voice and brain for language. 
	 Encourage your child to dance along to the music, they will learn balance, co-ordination, body awareness and rhythm.

18-24 MONTHS
	 �Your child will be wanting to move independently, go for 

walks outside on different surfaces. Provide toys with 
wheels for them to pull and push. 

	� Allow them to safely climb up and down stairs, and 
different levels. 

	� To develop motor skills and prepare them for writing it all 
starts with ‘mark making’. Provide lots of materials to 
make marks in in or with, such as sand, mud, whipped 
cream, paint, water, playdoh, glitter. 

	� Encourage scooping with a spoon, turning pages of the  
book and finger rhymes like Round and Round the Garden. 

	� Your child will be learning all the time using their senses, 
vision (sight), audition (hearing), gustation (taste), 
olfaction (smell), tactition (touch), thermoception (heat, 
cold), nociception (pain), equilibrioception (balance, 
gravity), proprioception (body awareness). 

3-4 YEARS
	 �Your child may have started preschool or will be going 

to school soon and will need to be able to do a few 
activities independently. 

	� Allow them to try to dress and undress themselves. 
Teach them to use buttons, zips and velcro. Other 
important activities children need to do by themselves 
is to able to wash their hands with soap and dry them, 
feed themselves with a fork and spoon, and use a 
tissue to wipe their nose. 

	� Play games for them to catch, throw and kick using balls  
or balloons to continue developing their motor skills. 

	� Encourage your child to help with tasks around the 
house, sweeping, dusting, hoovering and carrying 
objects from room to room. 

	� To prepare them for writing encourage ‘mark making’ 
with pencils, sticks in the mud, stones in the sand, 
fingers in paint. Try horizontal lines starting from left  
to right and shapes, especially circles all help for  
letter formation.

Rebecca Ward has some Physical Development Tips for your Pre-schooler

Children develop at their own rates  
and in their own ways.

The suggestions here are of typical 
ranges of development.

For expert help  
and foot care for:

• Corns and calluses   • Cracked heels 
• Toenail problems (Ingrowing nails,  

fungal infections or just difficult to cut nails)
• Verrucae   • Foot pain (including heel

and ball of the foot pain)   • Foot infections 
• Bunions   • Hammer toes   • Orthotics 

• ClearanailTM treatment for fungal toenails’

Highly qualified HCPC (Health and Care Professions 
Council) Podiatrists (Chiropodists)

FOR appointments Tel 01483 715771
For further information visit www.stjohnsfootclinic.co.uk

or email info@stjohnsfootclinic.co.uk

For expert help and foot care for:

•ÊCornsÊandÊcallusesÊ•ÊCrackedÊheelsÊ•ÊToenailÊproblemsÊ(IngrowingÊnails,Ê
•ÊVerrucaeÊ•ÊFootÊpainÊ(includingÊheelÊ

ÊandÊballÊofÊtheÊfootÊpain)Ê•ÊFootÊinfectionsÊ•ÊBunionsÊ•ÊHammerÊtoesÊ• OrthoticsÊ
Ê

FOR appointments Tel 01483 715771

ST. JOHN'S
FOOT   CLINIC

St John's Foot Clinic

ForÊfurtherÊinformationÊvisitÊwww.stjohnsfootclinic.co.uk
orÊemailÊinfo@stjohnsfootclinic.co.uk

StÊJohnÕsÊHealthÊCentre,ÊHermitageÊRoad,Ê
StÊJohnÕs,ÊWoking,ÊGU21Ê8TD

For expert help and foot care for:

•ÊCornsÊandÊcallusesÊ•ÊCrackedÊheelsÊ•ÊToenailÊproblemsÊ(IngrowingÊnails,Ê
•ÊVerrucaeÊ•ÊFootÊpainÊ(includingÊheelÊ

ÊandÊballÊofÊtheÊfootÊpain)Ê•ÊFootÊinfectionsÊ•ÊBunionsÊ•ÊHammerÊtoesÊ• OrthoticsÊ
Ê

FOR appointments Tel 01483 715771

ST. JOHN'S
FOOT   CLINIC

St John's Foot Clinic

ForÊfurtherÊinformationÊvisitÊwww.stjohnsfootclinic.co.uk
orÊemailÊinfo@stjohnsfootclinic.co.uk

StÊJohnÕsÊHealthÊCentre,ÊHermitageÊRoad,Ê
StÊJohnÕs,ÊWoking,ÊGU21Ê8TD

St John's 
Foot Clinic
St John’s Health Centre, 
Hermitage Road,
St John’s, Woking,  
GU21 8TD

For expert help and foot care for:

•ÊCornsÊandÊcallusesÊ•ÊCrackedÊheelsÊ•ÊToenailÊproblemsÊ(IngrowingÊnails,Ê
•ÊVerrucaeÊ•ÊFootÊpainÊ(includingÊheelÊ

ÊandÊballÊofÊtheÊfootÊpain)Ê•ÊFootÊinfectionsÊ•ÊBunionsÊ•ÊHammerÊtoesÊ• OrthoticsÊ
Ê

FOR appointments Tel 01483 715771

ST. JOHN'S
FOOT   CLINIC

St John's Foot Clinic

ForÊfurtherÊinformationÊvisitÊwww.stjohnsfootclinic.co.uk
orÊemailÊinfo@stjohnsfootclinic.co.uk

StÊJohnÕsÊHealthÊCentre,ÊHermitageÊRoad,Ê
StÊJohnÕs,ÊWoking,ÊGU21Ê8TD



Despite the rather damp weather, there was 
a good turnout at the new Memorial Garden 
in the centre of Knaphill Village for the 
annual Act of Remembrance on Armistice 

Day this year. The short Service was led by 
the new Vicar of Holy Trinity and St Saviour’s 
Churches, the Rev Neil Hopkins, together 
with members of the clergy from the other 
three main churches in Knaphill. Our three 
local councillors all took part, as did our MP 
Jonathan Lord. Several children from our 
local schools also read short pieces that 
they had written reflecting on the meaning 
of this special day.  

The following day, Remembrance Sunday, whilst  
there were Remembrance Day Services 
held in the various local churches in Knaphill, 
the 1st Knaphill cubs and beavers paraded 
to the Memorial Garden and laid hand-made 
wreaths at Knaphill’s Remembrance Wall 
and observed the two minutes silence.

Small Business  
Saturday Countdown!
To keep our independent businesses in Knaphill we must  
shop locally. Every Saturday from now until Christmas, Knaphill 
Community Facebook Page is giving our small businesses the 
opportunity to tell you about their business! Perhaps everyone 
could look through to see if they can shop locally before travelling 
further afield. If you own a local independent business please 
go to the Knaphill Community Facebook Page on a Saturday, find 
the appropriate post, and 1) Tell them who you are; 2)Tag your 
business FB page, and 3) 
In a sentence tell them 
what your business does 
and if you have any offers 
or news!

In his Christmas Broadcast in 1939 George VI, quoted these words 
by (at the time) an unknown poet. They struck a chord with a country 
facing an uncertain future. They were, in fact, from an obscure poem, 
God Knows, written in 1908 by Minnie Louise Haskins (1875-1957), 
a retired London School of Economics academic. The poem was 
just a small part of a career which included working in India and the 
East End, industrial welfare and academia.

Minnie Haskins was an interesting character. Born and educated 
near Bristol, she studied at University College, Bristol, at the same 
time working in a voluntary capacity for the local Congregational 
Church. By 1903 she was working in Lambeth for the Springfield 
Hall Wesleyan Methodist mission and in 1907 she went to Madras, 
India to work in the Zenana Mission to Women with the Wesleyan 
Methodist Missionary Society. In 1912, to raise funds to support 
her work, she published a small volume of poetry The Desert which 
included the poem God Knows, originally written in 1908. Poor 
health meant a return to England in 1915 where she ran a munitions 
workers’ hostel in Woolwich for six months, followed by three years 

supervising the labour management department of a factory in West 
Ham. At the age of 43 she went to LSE to study Social Science. A long 
and distinguished academic career followed during which Minnie 
Haskins played an important part in the establishment of the 
Institute of Industrial Welfare Workers, the forerunner of the Institute 
of Personnel Management, now the Chartered Institute of Personnel 
and Development, and promoting ‘a spirit of co-operation’ between 
worker and employer. During this time, she continued to write, 
both novels and poetry, being describes as ‘a woman of unusual 
capacity and character … rare understanding and sympathy and 
infinite patience, combined with a great deal of love and interest  
in people.’

Finally retiring in 1944, Minnie Haskins died in 1957 but her now 
famous words on how to face the future without fear live on, inscribed 
at the entrance to the George VI memorial chapel in St George’s 
Chapel, Windsor.

KNAPHILL REMEMBERS

STANDING AT THE  
GATE OF THE YEAR
‘And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:

“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.”

And he replied: “Go out into the darkness and put your 
hand into the Hand of God. 

That shall be to you better than light and safer than a 
known way.”

So, I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly 
into the night. 

And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day 
in the lone East.”’
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KNAPHILL ATHLETIC 
FOOTBALL CLUB

A mixed start to the season has seen the firsts and reserves doing 
well in both League and Cup competitions but a reshuffle take place 
after the difficult decision was taken to fold our third team, our A’s, who 
competed in the Guildford & Woking Alliance League. Reserve team 
manager James Taylor has become assistant to first team manager Des 
Clark, with the A’s managers Ben Searle and Ray Duke taking over the 
reserve team. Hopefully this will be a temporary measure and we can 
come back stronger next season although this season saw the return 
of our adult Sunday side, managed by Steve Baggott, in the Surrey & 
Hants Border League.

At the time of writing, the firsts are 5th in the table, through to the 
quarter finals of the League Cup in into the last 32 of the County Cup 
with a trip to Epsom Athletic coming up. The reserves currently sit in 6th 
position and are in still in their three Cup competitions.

Jamie Donaghy is also currently the League top scorer with 17 goals in 
8 games just 4 off last season’s club top scorer, Ben Stenning.

The club’s youth section is also still thriving with all age groups from 
U9’s through to U16’s representing us on Sunday mornings in the Surrey 
Primary League.

Lastly, on 9th October, for the eighth year 
running, several players splashed around 
with hangovers raising money for local 
causes contributing nearly £200 by 
taking part in the Woking Swimathon.

Email: info@knaphillathletic.co.uk
Web: www.knaphillathletic.co.uk
Twitter: @KnaphillAFC
Facebook: fb.com\knaphillathletic

KNAPHILL BOWLING CLUB
Knaphill Bowling Club would like to wish all our friends and neighbours 
a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

We would like to thank RSM and Harding Auto’s for their sponsorship 
this year, Knaphill Print for their assistance over the past 12 months and 
look forward to all their support in 2018.

Don’t forget, if you would like to give bowls a try next year, look out for 
our open days being advertised.

Why not be a part of all of this, in a friendly and active club, for more 
information contact either the Club President or Secretary, or visit the 
web site.

President – Norman Crawley 01483 830040
Secretary – Keith Smith 01276 491592 
www.knaphillbowls.co.uk
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It is rumoured that back in the 80s, in New York City, two toys were in 
competition for the coveted No.1 Christmas Toy slot: GI Joe and Cindy 
Doll. What was special about both these toys was that – in an age before 
apps and smart phones – they spoke. If you pressed a button on the 
back of their heads, they actually spoke. Cutting edge technology for 
the day! And it was the words that these two toy dolls spoke that drew 
the attention of some local women activists – and rightly so. When 
GI Joe’s button was pressed, dressed in his full army gear, he said:  
‘Go ahead punk, make my day!’ On the other hand, when Cindy Doll’s 
button was pressed, clasping her hand bag, she softly said: ‘I want 
to plan my dream wedding’. Now these two stereotypes had to be 
challenged. So, one night, a group of women broke into a large, well 
know toy store in the city, removed the toys from their packaging, and 
with great care swapped over the voice microchips, repackaged the 
dolls and placed them back on the shelves.

Over the Christmas period many unsuspecting parents bought these 
dolls for their children. Imagine Christmas day, as little Brad rushes 
downstairs at some unearthly hour, grabs the present he knows is 
GI Joe (because he has been going on about it since August), rips off 
the packaging revealing GI Joe in all his camouflage glory, presses 
the button on the back of GI Joe’s head … and instead of hearing the 
menacing phrases he is expecting, hears, ‘I want to plan my dream 
wedding!’ And down the street young Courtney starts to unwrap the 
present she too knows what she is getting. With a smile that could 
have been on a Clinton card she cradles Cindy Doll in her arms, 
presses the button on the back of her head … and instead of the soft 
and calming voice she is expecting hears Cindy Doll say: ‘Go ahead 

punk make my day!’ If the story is true, then these women performed 
one of the best publicity stunts ever! Even if the story is not true it is 
still worth thinking about because it teaches us that what is going on 
the inside may not be reflected on the outside.

Christmas is a time where joy and happiness are seemingly the 
‘non-negotiables’ of the season – we will be happy and joyful and 
Christmassy. And, it is lovely to have a time of year where we can 
celebrate and have fun. Now, while I don’t want to be morose about what 
we all want to be a ‘happy time’, for many when Christmas passes and 
January comes around, those things that we have held back from on 
the inside, raise their voice again. Too often, while we present an ‘I’m 
fine’ exterior, a voice on the inside is saying something very different.  
A voice of struggle or pain or tension or concern or desperation that we 
are feeling deep within.

Yet, it is Christmas that can speak to that inner voice. It is not a season 
where we need to pretend, but where we can come to know the One 
who knows our inner feelings. The birth of Jesus was to fulfil an ancient 
prophecy spoken of him many years before he was born. A prophecy 
that said, “A virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they 
will call him ‘Immanuel’ which means ‘God with us!’” (Isaiah 7:14). 
The birth of Jesus says we do not have to have a different voice on the 
inside and wrestle with it on our own. ‘God with us’ means we can let 
him know the ‘us’ of the inside and let him walk alongside us. A God 
who is not distant, but very much a God who is with us and for us.  
A Christmas that is worth being happy and joyful about, and that will 
last well past January and on into our lives for the future.

The Rev Neil Hopkins (Vicar of Holy Trinity & St Saviour’s Anglican Churches) shares a Christmas Message with us on behalf of  
the Anglican, Catholic, Methodist and Baptist Churches of Knaphill that together make up C4K.

The Rev Neil Hopkins 
Shares a Christmas Story with a Twist

Why not visit Speciality Cakes in Knaphill High Street for tin hire, ribbons, icing, marzipan, Christmas cutters and Christmas cake 
decorations. See their beautiful Christmas window and visit them for some friendly advice or call 01483 797610, and do look at their 
website www.specialitycakesknaphill.co.uk

Inspirational Ideas for Christmas [2]: Creating your Christmas Cake 
Speciality Cakes in Knaphill High Street have some great ideas for Christmas Cakes like these

Christmas Snow Globe                Mr Frosty Christmas Pudding Christmas Cupcakes



HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
from 

Holy Trinity & St Saviour’s Church 
Chobham Road, Knaphill & Connaught Road, Brookwood   Tel. 473489 

St Hugh of Lincoln Catholic Church 
Victoria Road, Knaphill   Tel. 472404 

Knaphill Methodist Church 
The Broadway, Knaphill   Tel. 472524 

Knaphill Baptist Church 
88 High Street, Knaphill   Tel. 474083 

CAROL SERVICES 
Holy Trinity: 17 December at 5.00 p.m. 
Baptist: 17 December (Candlelight) at 5.30 p.m. 
Methodist: 17 December at 6.30 p.m. 
St Saviour’s: 17 December (Candlelight) at 7.00 p.m. 

CHRISTINGLE SERVICES 
Holy Trinity: 16 December at 4.30 p.m. 
Methodist: 24 December at 10.00 a.m. 

Baptist: 24 December at 11.00 a.m. 
(POP-UP) NATIVITY SERVICES  
Holy Trinity: 17 December at 10.00 a.m. 
Baptist: 17 December at 11.00 a.m. 
St Hugh’s: 23 December at 4.00 p.m.    

CAFÉ CHURCH CHRISTMAS  
St Saviour’s: 17 December at 10.30 a.m. 

CRIB SERVICE WITH PUPPETS  
St Saviour’s: 24 December at 3.30 & 4.45 p.m. 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION/MASS 
St Hugh’s: Vigil Mass (KS1) at 5.00 p.m.  
St Hugh’s: Vigil Mass (KS2) at 7.00 p.m.  
Methodist: Midnight Communion at 11.00 p.m. 
Holy Trinity: Communion at 11.15 p.m. 
St Saviour’s: Communion at 11.15 p.m.  
St Hugh’s: Carols & Readings at 11.30 p.m.  
St Hugh’s: Midnight Mass at 12.00 p.m.  CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICES 

St Hugh’s: Dawn Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
Methodist: Family Service at 9.30 a.m. 

Holy Trinity: Family Service at 10.00 a.m. 
St Saviour’s: Family Service at 10.00 a.m.  

Baptist: Family Service at 10.30 a.m. 
St Hugh’s: Day Mass at 11.30 a.m. 

For unto us a Child is born,  unto us a Son is given, and his name will be  … Jesus, 
& he will save his people from their sins’ 


